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Purpose of PresentationPurpose of Presentation

►► Provide overview of Michigan’s border crossingsProvide overview of Michigan’s border crossings

►► Provide information on role of border crossings in Michigan & NaProvide information on role of border crossings in Michigan & National tional 
economyeconomy

►► Provide information on current state border crossing programs & Provide information on current state border crossing programs & 
projects projects 

►► Provide information on private sector proposed projects  Provide information on private sector proposed projects  

►► Provide overview of coordination effortsProvide overview of coordination efforts
�� U.S. U.S. –– CanadaCanada
�� Michigan Michigan –– Ontario Ontario 



Michigan is an International Hub of Michigan is an International Hub of 
Transportation ActivityTransportation Activity



Economic Importance of Economic Importance of 
Michigan’s  Border CrossingsMichigan’s  Border Crossings



InternationalInternational Michigan Michigan 
TradeTrade JobsJobs

Michigan ranks 8th in nation at 174,000 jobs supported by US-Canada 
trade.  (Canadian Embassy Report)

The bi-national feasibility study reports that as many as 25% of Michigan 
jobs are directly/indirectly tied to trade & tourism with Canada.



Economic Importance Economic Importance 
Value of Trade (2002)Value of Trade (2002)

$1.88 Billion$1.88 Billion

$57.3 Billion$57.3 Billion

$100.8 Billion$100.8 Billion

All ModesAll Modes

$1.3 Billion$1.3 BillionSault Ste. MarieSault Ste. Marie

$32.8 Billion$32.8 BillionPort HuronPort Huron

$85 Billion$85 BillionDetroitDetroit

TruckTruckPort of EntryPort of Entry



Economic ImportanceEconomic Importance
Impact of International Truck Flows 

on Michigan�s Highway Network
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CrossCross--Border Commerce & TourismBorder Commerce & Tourism

►►Passenger traffic generates millions for Passenger traffic generates millions for 
local & regional economieslocal & regional economies

►►20 million passenger cars in 200220 million passenger cars in 2002
�� 25% work25% work--relatedrelated

►► 55--10% of Detroit nurses reside in Canada10% of Detroit nurses reside in Canada

�� 40% dining, entertainment & casinos40% dining, entertainment & casinos
�� 12% shopping12% shopping



Michigan Rail TradeMichigan Rail Trade

►► $40 billion with Canada & Mexico$40 billion with Canada & Mexico

►► 45% of all North American rail trade 45% of all North American rail trade 
comes through Michigancomes through Michigan
�� California next largest at 10%California next largest at 10%

►► Port Huron at $22 billion is the #2 Port Huron at $22 billion is the #2 
rail port in North Americarail port in North America

►► Detroit at $15 billion is #3Detroit at $15 billion is #3



MYTH:MYTH:

Michigan & New York Michigan & New York 
are in Competitionare in Competition



Myth Debunked: Michigan & New York are in CompetitionMyth Debunked: Michigan & New York are in Competition

►►Different trade corridorsDifferent trade corridors
►►Different markets for commoditiesDifferent markets for commodities
►►No indication of traffic shift from new crossingNo indication of traffic shift from new crossing
►►Working closely to increase federal fundingWorking closely to increase federal funding
►►Both new crossings needed to support Both new crossings needed to support 

economic growth of regioneconomic growth of region
►►Southwestern Ontario land bridge between Southwestern Ontario land bridge between 

Michigan & New YorkMichigan & New York



Michigan & New York Crossings Michigan & New York Crossings 
Serve Very Different MarketsServe Very Different Markets



Michigan’s Vision & Goals for Michigan’s Vision & Goals for 
MichiganMichigan--Ontario BorderOntario Border



Michigan’s Vision for BordersMichigan’s Vision for Borders

Provide for the seamless, safe & secure Provide for the seamless, safe & secure 
transport of goods, people & services in a transport of goods, people & services in a 
costcost--efficient & timely mannerefficient & timely manner

Transportation Commission Policy:  October 2004



Michigan’s Current Goals for BordersMichigan’s Current Goals for Borders
1.1. Assure adequate transportation capacityAssure adequate transportation capacity
2.2. Protect & upgrade border facilitiesProtect & upgrade border facilities
3.3. Study needs to improve & expand facilitiesStudy needs to improve & expand facilities
4.4. Enhance collaboration, coordination & Enhance collaboration, coordination & 

communication with stakeholder groupscommunication with stakeholder groups
5.5. Collaborate with partnersCollaborate with partners
6.6. Increase federal funding for bordersIncrease federal funding for borders
7.7. Cooperate with agencies to improve flow of trade Cooperate with agencies to improve flow of trade 

while maintaining national securitywhile maintaining national security

Transportation Commission Policy:  October 2004



Existing CrossingsExisting Crossings
►►Key FactsKey Facts
►►MDOT’s RoleMDOT’s Role
►►InvestmentsInvestments



St. Clair County CrossingsSt. Clair County Crossings

►► Blue Water BridgeBlue Water Bridge
►► St. Clair River Railway TunnelSt. Clair River Railway Tunnel
►► Blue Water FerryBlue Water Ferry
►► Algonac Algonac –– Walpole Island FerryWalpole Island Ferry



Location of St. Clair County CrossingsLocation of St. Clair County Crossings

HIGHWAY BRIDGE:  
Blue Water Bridge

RAIL TUNNEL:                    
St. Clair River Railway Tunnel

PASSENGER FERRY:                    
Marine City, Michigan – Sombra, Ontario 
(Blue Water Ferry)

PASSENGER FERRY:                 
Algonac, Michigan – Walpole Island, Ontario



Blue Water BridgeBlue Water Bridge
Port Huron, Michigan Port Huron, Michigan –– Sarnia, OntarioSarnia, Ontario



Blue Water Bridge Key FactsBlue Water Bridge Key Facts
►► HistoryHistory

�� 1938 1938 –– Original span opensOriginal span opens
�� 1996 1996 –– Elevated plaza constructedElevated plaza constructed
�� 1997 1997 –– Second span opensSecond span opens
�� 1999 1999 –– Original span reconstructedOriginal span reconstructed

►► Public Ownership/OperationPublic Ownership/Operation
�� MDOTMDOT
�� Blue Water Bridge AuthorityBlue Water Bridge Authority

►► #2 US#2 US--Canada commercial crossingCanada commercial crossing

►► 2003 Traffic Volumes2003 Traffic Volumes
�� Passenger Passenger –– 3.7 million crossings3.7 million crossings

►► Work, recreation, entertainment, shoppingWork, recreation, entertainment, shopping
�� Commercial Commercial –– 1.7 million crossings1.7 million crossings

►► Metal products, machinery, electronics, vehicles, precision goodMetal products, machinery, electronics, vehicles, precision goods, agricultural productss, agricultural products

►► TollsTolls
�� Passenger Vehicles:  $1.50Passenger Vehicles:  $1.50
�� Commercial Vehicles:  $1.75/axleCommercial Vehicles:  $1.75/axle



Strategic Objectives for Blue Water BridgeStrategic Objectives for Blue Water Bridge

►► Accommodate projected traffic growthAccommodate projected traffic growth

►► Ensure a safe & secure borderEnsure a safe & secure border

►► Mitigate traffic & environmental impacts of the borderMitigate traffic & environmental impacts of the border

►► Support economic developmentSupport economic development



Blue Water BridgeBlue Water Bridge
Investments: Short TermInvestments: Short Term

►► GoalGoal
�� 25% increase in throughput25% increase in throughput

►► Action PlanAction Plan
�� Estimated $3.5 Million investmentEstimated $3.5 Million investment

►► Improve primary inspectionImprove primary inspection
►► Expand plaza entry rampExpand plaza entry ramp
►► ITS signageITS signage
►► Security enhancementsSecurity enhancements
►► Buffer Zone Protection PlanBuffer Zone Protection Plan

►► ScheduleSchedule
�� 2005 2005 –– 20062006



Blue Water BridgeBlue Water Bridge
Investments: Long TermInvestments: Long Term

►► GoalGoal
�� Meet 30Meet 30--yr traffic & security needsyr traffic & security needs

►► Action PlanAction Plan
�� Expand Blue Water Bridge PlazaExpand Blue Water Bridge Plaza

►► $300$300--325 Million325 Million

►► ScheduleSchedule
�� Environmental Clearance: 2006 Environmental Clearance: 2006 
�� Design: 2006 Design: 2006 –– 2007 2007 
�� Construction: 2009 Construction: 2009 –– 2012 2012 



St. Clair River Railway TunnelSt. Clair River Railway Tunnel
Port Huron, Michigan Port Huron, Michigan –– Sarnia, OntarioSarnia, Ontario

►► HistoryHistory
�� 1891 1891 –– Original tunnel open to trafficOriginal tunnel open to traffic
�� 1995 1995 –– Original tunnel closesOriginal tunnel closes
�� 1995 1995 –– New tunnel open to trafficNew tunnel open to traffic

►► Private Ownership/OperationPrivate Ownership/Operation
�� Canadian National Railway CompanyCanadian National Railway Company

►► #2 North American rail port#2 North American rail port
�� Approximately 11 million tons (2001)Approximately 11 million tons (2001)

►► Utilized by railroad onlyUtilized by railroad only
�� Included passenger rail service prior to May Included passenger rail service prior to May 

20042004



Passenger FerriesPassenger Ferries

►► Marine City, Michigan Marine City, Michigan –– SombraSombra, Ontario Ferry, Ontario Ferry
�� 1948 1948 –– Open to trafficOpen to traffic
�� Private Ownership/OperationPrivate Ownership/Operation

►► Blue Water Ferry, Ltd.Blue Water Ferry, Ltd.
�� TollsTolls

►► Foot Passengers:  $2 round tripFoot Passengers:  $2 round trip
►► Cars:  $5Cars:  $5

�� Capacity:  9Capacity:  9--12 cars  OR  112 cars  OR  1--2 tractor trailers2 tractor trailers
�� YearYear--round service (winter weather permitting)round service (winter weather permitting)

►► Algonac, Michigan Algonac, Michigan –– Walpole Island, Ontario FerryWalpole Island, Ontario Ferry
�� Private Ownership/OperationPrivate Ownership/Operation

►► WalpoleWalpole--Algonac Ferry Co., Ltd.Algonac Ferry Co., Ltd.
�� TollsTolls

►► Foot Passengers:  $1Foot Passengers:  $1
►► Cars:  $5Cars:  $5

�� Capacity:  9Capacity:  9--12 cars12 cars
�� YearYear--round service (winter weather permitting)round service (winter weather permitting)



Detroit CrossingsDetroit Crossings

►► Ambassador BridgeAmbassador Bridge
►► DetroitDetroit--Windsor TunnelWindsor Tunnel
►► Detroit River Rail TunnelDetroit River Rail Tunnel
►► DetroitDetroit--Windsor Truck FerryWindsor Truck Ferry



Location of Detroit CrossingsLocation of Detroit Crossings

HIGHWAY TUNNEL:    
Detroit-Windsor Tunnel

RAIL TUNNEL:   
Detroit River Rail Tunnel

HIGHWAY BRIDGE:  
Ambassador Bridge

TRUCK FERRY:      
Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry



Ambassador Bridge Key FactsAmbassador Bridge Key Facts
►► HistoryHistory

�� 1929 1929 –– Open to trafficOpen to traffic

►► Private OwnershipPrivate Ownership
�� Detroit International Bridge CompanyDetroit International Bridge Company
�� Canada Transit CompanyCanada Transit Company

►► Private OperatorPrivate Operator
�� Ambassador BridgeAmbassador Bridge

►► #1 US#1 US--Canada commercial crossingCanada commercial crossing

►► 2003 Traffic Volumes2003 Traffic Volumes
�� Passenger Passenger –– 6.3 million crossings6.3 million crossings

►► Work, recreation, entertainment, shoppingWork, recreation, entertainment, shopping
�� Commercial Commercial –– 3.25 million crossings3.25 million crossings

►► Automotive products, machinery, precision goods, Automotive products, machinery, precision goods, 
vehicles, electronics, agriculturevehicles, electronics, agriculture

►► TollsTolls
�� Passenger Vehicles:  $2.25Passenger Vehicles:  $2.25
�� Commercial Vehicles:  $0.0225 per 100 lbs.Commercial Vehicles:  $0.0225 per 100 lbs.



Ambassador Bridge Ambassador Bridge 
Investments: Short TermInvestments: Short Term

►► GoalGoal
�� Address longAddress long--term congestion mitigation issues on Michigan interstates & term congestion mitigation issues on Michigan interstates & 

roadwaysroadways

►► Action PlanAction Plan
�� Gateway ProjectGateway Project

►► $185 million$185 million
►► Direct connection    Direct connection    

from Ifrom I--75/I75/I--96 to    96 to    
Ambassador BridgeAmbassador Bridge

►► DIBC to release latest DIBC to release latest 
inspection reportinspection report

�� Rehab existing ITSRehab existing ITS

►► ScheduleSchedule
�� Completion by 2007Completion by 2007



DetroitDetroit--Windsor Tunnel Key FactsWindsor Tunnel Key Facts
►► HistoryHistory

�� 1930 1930 –– Open to trafficOpen to traffic

►► Public OwnershipPublic Ownership
�� City of DetroitCity of Detroit
�� City of WindsorCity of Windsor

►► Private OperationPrivate Operation
�� Detroit & Canada Tunnel CorporationDetroit & Canada Tunnel Corporation
�� Detroit & Windsor Subway CompanyDetroit & Windsor Subway Company

►► #1 US#1 US--Canada passenger crossingCanada passenger crossing

►► 2003 Traffic Volumes2003 Traffic Volumes
�� Passenger Passenger –– 6.4 million crossings6.4 million crossings

►► Work, recreation, entertainment, shoppingWork, recreation, entertainment, shopping
�� Commercial Commercial –– 169,000 crossings169,000 crossings

►► Automotive products, agriculture, fish, furnitureAutomotive products, agriculture, fish, furniture
►► Bus operations between Detroit & WindsorBus operations between Detroit & Windsor

►► TollsTolls
�� Passenger vehicles:  $2.50Passenger vehicles:  $2.50
�� Commercial vehicles:  $0.025 per 100 lbs.Commercial vehicles:  $0.025 per 100 lbs.



DetroitDetroit--Windsor TunnelWindsor Tunnel
Investments: Short TermInvestments: Short Term

►► GoalGoal
�� Provide for the safe & efficient flow of trafficProvide for the safe & efficient flow of traffic

►► Actions proposed by owners/operatorsActions proposed by owners/operators
�� Plaza improvements to increase throughputPlaza improvements to increase throughput

►► 22ndnd commercial lanecommercial lane
►► Secondary commercial inspection areaSecondary commercial inspection area
►► Adequately staff primary lanesAdequately staff primary lanes
►► New inNew in--bound passenger car accessbound passenger car access

�� ITS cameras, communications ITS cameras, communications 
& signage (with MDOT)& signage (with MDOT)
►► Approximately $500,000Approximately $500,000

►► ScheduleSchedule
�� 2005 2005 –– 2006 2006 



Detroit River Rail TunnelDetroit River Rail Tunnel
Detroit, Michigan Detroit, Michigan –– Windsor, OntarioWindsor, Ontario

►► HistoryHistory
�� 1910 1910 –– Open to trafficOpen to traffic
�� 1994 1994 –– Enlargement of one tube to Enlargement of one tube to 

accommodate some doubleaccommodate some double--stacked stacked 
containerscontainers

►► Private OwnershipPrivate Ownership
�� Detroit River Tunnel PartnershipDetroit River Tunnel Partnership

(Canadian Pacific & Borealis Transportation (Canadian Pacific & Borealis Transportation 
Infrastructure Trust)Infrastructure Trust)

►► Private OperationPrivate Operation
�� Canadian Pacific RailwayCanadian Pacific Railway

►► #3 North American rail port#3 North American rail port
�� Approximately 10.5 million tons (2001)Approximately 10.5 million tons (2001)

►► Connects to Chicago & Toronto marketsConnects to Chicago & Toronto markets



DetroitDetroit--Windsor Truck FerryWindsor Truck Ferry

►► HistoryHistory
�� 1990 1990 –– Open to trafficOpen to traffic

►► Private Ownership/OperationPrivate Ownership/Operation
�� DetroitDetroit--Windsor Truck Ferry, Inc.Windsor Truck Ferry, Inc.
�� Canadian Maritime Transit, Ltd.Canadian Maritime Transit, Ltd.

►► Primarily accommodates Primarily accommodates 
hazardous cargoes & hazardous cargoes & 
oversize/overweight cargoesoversize/overweight cargoes

►► 9,000 9,000 –– 10,000 trucks per year10,000 trucks per year



Detroit River International Crossing Detroit River International Crossing 
StudyStudy



Preliminary Project PurposePreliminary Project Purpose

►►Provide safe, efficient & secure movement of Provide safe, efficient & secure movement of 
people and goods to support the economies of people and goods to support the economies of 
Michigan, Ontario, Canada and the U.S.Michigan, Ontario, Canada and the U.S.

►►Support mobility needs of national & civil defenseSupport mobility needs of national & civil defense



Preliminary Statement of Project NeedPreliminary Statement of Project Need

►►Provide new border crossing capacity Provide new border crossing capacity 

►►Improve system connectivityImprove system connectivity

►►Improve operations & processing capabilityImprove operations & processing capability

►►Provide reasonable & secure crossing options Provide reasonable & secure crossing options 



Study CorridorsStudy Corridors
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DRTP 
Proposal

AMB ETR Twin AMB

Detroit-Windsor 
Truck Ferry Hennepin Pt. 

Crossing, Inc.

Mich-Can 
Proposal

Proposals by Private Sector



Current TimelineCurrent Timeline



Detroit River International Crossing
Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference

EXHIBIT 1.3 - SCHEMATIC ILLUSTRATION OF THE INTEGRATED NEPA/OEAA/CEAA PROCESS
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY PROCESS FOR DETROIT RIVER INTERNATIONAL CROSSING
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* Following the assessment of planning alternatives, the process for 
identifying a recommended linear transportation facility, for which 
MTO would serve as the proponent, is illustrated.  If the assessment of 
planning alternatives recommends other/additional alternatives, 
appropriate planning/implementation processes may be initiated by 
other proponents.  MTO will meet with MOE at this point of the 
integrated environmental study process to obtain guidance/comment 
on future actions.

Consultation to include (refer to Section 5): Concurrence Meetings as prescribed under NEPA,
Public Information Open Houses at key decision points (as a minimum) as recommended under NEPA/OEAA,

and Additional Meetings on an on-going basis

In developing practical 
alternatives, the Project Team will 
first identify Illustrative 
Alternatives.  The preferred 
Illustrative Alternatives will be 
carried forward as Practical 
Alternatives
(See Section 3.3).

A B Under NEPA, the Draft EIS is 
typically prepared and circulated 
prior to any selection of a 
recommended alternative.

C The Public Hearing 
following the circulation of 
the Draft EIS is mandatory 
under NEPA.

CONSULTATION

Page 9 
Draft for Consultation – February 2004
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Public InvolvementPublic Involvement

►►Local Advisory Council Local Advisory Council 
►►Public Agency GroupPublic Agency Group
►►Private Proponents GroupPrivate Proponents Group
►►Public MeetingsPublic Meetings
►►Project Web SiteProject Web Site
►►Media ContactMedia Contact
►►Toll free HotlineToll free Hotline



Cooperating Agencies Cooperating Agencies 
►► Federal Highway AdministrationFederal Highway Administration
►► U.S. Environmental Protection AgencyU.S. Environmental Protection Agency
►► U.S. General Services AdministrationU.S. General Services Administration
►► U.S. Department of Homeland SecurityU.S. Department of Homeland Security
►► U.S. Army Corps of EngineersU.S. Army Corps of Engineers
►► U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
►► U.S. Coast GuardU.S. Coast Guard
►► U.S. Department of State U.S. Department of State 



Cooperating Agencies Cooperating Agencies 

►► Michigan Department of TransportationMichigan Department of Transportation
►► Michigan Department of Environmental QualityMichigan Department of Environmental Quality
►► Michigan Department of Natural ResourcesMichigan Department of Natural Resources
►► Michigan State Historic Preservation OfficeMichigan State Historic Preservation Office
►► Southeast Michigan Council of GovernmentsSoutheast Michigan Council of Governments



Sault Ste. Marie CrossingsSault Ste. Marie Crossings

►► International BridgeInternational Bridge
►► Canadian National Railway BridgeCanadian National Railway Bridge



Locations of Sault Ste. Marie CrossingsLocations of Sault Ste. Marie Crossings

HIGHWAY BRIDGE:  
International Bridge

RAIL BRIDGE:            
Canadian National Railway Bridge



International BridgeInternational Bridge
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan –– Sault Ste. Marie, OntarioSault Ste. Marie, Ontario



International Bridge Key FactsInternational Bridge Key Facts
►► HistoryHistory

�� 1935 1935 –– International Bridge Authority creationInternational Bridge Authority creation
�� 1962 1962 –– Open to trafficOpen to traffic
�� 2000 2000 –– 4040--year Intergovernmental Agreementyear Intergovernmental Agreement

►► Public OwnershipPublic Ownership
�� MDOTMDOT
�� Federal Bridge CorporationFederal Bridge Corporation

►► Public OperationPublic Operation
�� MDOTMDOT

►► #19 US#19 US--Canada crossingCanada crossing

►► 2003 Traffic Volumes2003 Traffic Volumes
�� Passenger Passenger –– 1.7 million crossings1.7 million crossings

►► Work, recreation, shoppingWork, recreation, shopping
�� Commercial Commercial –– 125,000 crossings125,000 crossings

►► Steel, wood, textile, leather productsSteel, wood, textile, leather products

►► TollsTolls
�� Passenger vehicles:  $1.50Passenger vehicles:  $1.50
�� Commercial vehicles:  $9Commercial vehicles:  $9--2323



International Bridge Governance & OperationsInternational Bridge Governance & Operations

►► 4040--Year Intergovernmental AgreementYear Intergovernmental Agreement
�� AmericanAmerican--Canadian partnership to maintain & operate bridgeCanadian partnership to maintain & operate bridge

►► Organizational StructureOrganizational Structure
�� Joint International Bridge Authority (JIBA)Joint International Bridge Authority (JIBA)

►► 3 American members, 3 Canadian members3 American members, 3 Canadian members
►► Operational & policy supervision for management of bridgeOperational & policy supervision for management of bridge

�� International Bridge Administration (IBA)International Bridge Administration (IBA)
►► MDOT administrative entityMDOT administrative entity
►► DayDay--toto--day operational responsibilityday operational responsibility



International BridgeInternational Bridge
Investments: Short TermInvestments: Short Term

►► GoalGoal
�� Provide for the safe & efficient Provide for the safe & efficient 

movement of trafficmovement of traffic

►► Action PlanAction Plan
�� Security enhancementSecurity enhancement

►► $1.185 Million$1.185 Million
�� Buffer Zone Protection PlanBuffer Zone Protection Plan
�� New $15 M GSA border New $15 M GSA border 

processing facilityprocessing facility
�� Future Canadian customs facilityFuture Canadian customs facility
�� Canadian truck routeCanadian truck route

►► ScheduleSchedule
�� 2005

New GSA Border Processing Facility

2005



Canadian National Railway BridgeCanadian National Railway Bridge
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan –– Sault Ste. Marie, OntarioSault Ste. Marie, Ontario

►► HistoryHistory
�� 1887 1887 –– Open to trafficOpen to traffic

►► Private Ownership/OperationsPrivate Ownership/Operations
�� Canadian National Railway CompanyCanadian National Railway Company

►► #16 North American rail port#16 North American rail port
�� Approximately 3.8 million tons (2001)Approximately 3.8 million tons (2001)



CoordinationCoordination





Border Transportation Coordination ChallengesBorder Transportation Coordination Challenges
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RidgeRidge--Manley Agreement: USManley Agreement: US--CanadaCanada

Transportation AgenciesTransportation Agencies Inspection AgenciesInspection Agencies

Economic Security = National SecurityEconomic Security = National Security



Improving Border Infrastructure Improving Border Infrastructure 
Planning CoordinationPlanning Coordination

►► MDOT closely working with U.S. & Canada border MDOT closely working with U.S. & Canada border 
agencies, transportation agencies & communitiesagencies, transportation agencies & communities

►► OntarioOntario--Michigan Border Working GroupMichigan Border Working Group

►► Advisory committees for projectsAdvisory committees for projects

►► Homeland securityHomeland security
�� Increased security at bordersIncreased security at borders
�� Continue efficient flow of people & goodsContinue efficient flow of people & goods



The Environmental ProcessThe Environmental Process

It’s Role in Border Planning & It’s Role in Border Planning & 
DevelopmentDevelopment



National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

►► Requires consideration of Requires consideration of 
environmental impactsenvironmental impacts

►► Encourages public participationEncourages public participation

►► Objective consideration of all Objective consideration of all 
reasonable alternativesreasonable alternatives

►► Applies measures to avoid or Applies measures to avoid or 
reduce adverse impactsreduce adverse impacts



Environmental Impact Statement ProcessEnvironmental Impact Statement Process



Increasing Federal FundingIncreasing Federal Funding



Increase Federal Funding for BordersIncrease Federal Funding for Borders

►► ReauthorizationReauthorization
�� National Highway Borders Act of 2005National Highway Borders Act of 2005

►►Separate Borders program from Corridors programSeparate Borders program from Corridors program
►►Formula distributionsFormula distributions
►►$200 million for Michigan over next 6 years$200 million for Michigan over next 6 years

�� H.R. 3 H.R. 3 –– TEATEA--LU Coordinated Borders ProgramLU Coordinated Borders Program
►►$175 million for Michigan over next 6 years$175 million for Michigan over next 6 years



Questions/CommentsQuestions/Comments



Border Crossings in MichiganBorder Crossings in Michigan


	Border Crossings Workshop
	Purpose of Presentation
	Michigan is an International Hub of Transportation Activity
	Economic Importance of Michigan’s  Border Crossings
	Economic Importance Value of Trade (2002)
	Economic Importance
	Cross-Border Commerce & Tourism
	Michigan Rail Trade
	Myth Debunked: Michigan & New York are in Competition
	Michigan & New York Crossings Serve Very Different Markets
	Michigan’s Vision & Goals for Michigan-Ontario Border
	Michigan’s Vision for Borders
	Michigan’s Current Goals for Borders
	Existing Crossings
	St. Clair County Crossings
	Location of St. Clair County Crossings
	Blue Water BridgePort Huron, Michigan – Sarnia, Ontario
	Blue Water Bridge Key Facts
	Strategic Objectives for Blue Water Bridge
	Blue Water BridgeInvestments: Short Term
	Blue Water BridgeInvestments: Long Term
	St. Clair River Railway TunnelPort Huron, Michigan – Sarnia, Ontario
	Passenger Ferries
	Detroit Crossings
	Location of Detroit Crossings
	Ambassador Bridge Key Facts
	Ambassador Bridge Investments: Short Term
	Detroit-Windsor Tunnel Key Facts
	Detroit-Windsor TunnelInvestments: Short Term
	Detroit River Rail TunnelDetroit, Michigan – Windsor, Ontario
	Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry
	Detroit River International Crossing Study
	Preliminary Project Purpose
	Preliminary Statement of Project Need
	Study Corridors
	Proposals by Private Sector
	Current Timeline
	Public Involvement
	Cooperating Agencies
	Cooperating Agencies
	Sault Ste. Marie Crossings
	Locations of Sault Ste. Marie Crossings
	International BridgeSault Ste. Marie, Michigan – Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario
	International Bridge Key Facts
	International Bridge Governance & Operations
	International BridgeInvestments: Short Term
	Canadian National Railway BridgeSault Ste. Marie, Michigan – Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario
	Coordination
	Border Transportation Coordination Challenges
	Ridge-Manley Agreement: US-Canada
	Improving Border Infrastructure Planning Coordination
	The Environmental Process
	National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
	Environmental Impact Statement Process
	Increasing Federal Funding
	Increase Federal Funding for Borders
	Questions/Comments
	Border Crossings in Michigan

